
Concept Note for WHS Side Event: Making IHL Work for Women and Girls 

Using IHL, including from a Gender Perspective, to Strengthen Modern Humanitarian Action 

Time: Tuesday, 24 May, at 09:00-10:30 am 

Location: Rumeli Hall 9 (60 - Theater), at the Lüfti Kirdar Convention and Exhibition Center 

Organizers: Global Justice Center (GJC), Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency (Sida) and Solidarité Féminine pour la paix et le Développement Intégral (Sofepadi). 

Summary: 

The importance to safeguard all victims in conflict through a robust international legal 
framework is greater than ever. International Humanitarian Law (IHL) is a framework with 
the aim to save human lives and alleviate suffering by providing protection and assistance 
during armed conflict. Women, men, girls and boys are affected by conflict in diverse ways, 
and therefore IHL must respond to these different needs and opportunities in order to be 
relevant, effective and non-discriminatory. 

Taking these complexities into account, IHL and aid delivery must take into account the 
gender dynamics of conflict and in humanitarian settings, in particular when it comes to 
scourge of conflict-related sexual and gender based violence (SGBV). Mainstreaming a 
gender perspective and integrating empowerment throughout the advancement of IHL and 
humanitarian assistance is essential for ensuring the prevention of, protection and response 
to SGBV. The event will address gaps in the gender inclusive interpretation of IHL, taking into 
account that, while IHL for example does accord women legal protection, there is a need to 
discuss how this translates into the realities of today’s conflicts. This event will also address 
how a gender perspective is essential to ensure effective and impartial humanitarian action. 

Objectives of the event are to: 

 Discuss and identify gender specific rights and protections under IHL relevant to
strengthening humanitarian action;

 Identify current challenges to ensure non-discriminatory implementation and gender-
sensitive interpretation of IHL; and

Develop solutions to enhance respect for IHL and  gender sensitive interpretations of IHL, to 
meet contemporary challenges of humanitarian action. The event will be a key opportunity 
for policy makers, civil society and operational actors to increase awareness, engage with 
best practices, as well as new and creative approaches to ensure that the laws of war 
translate into equal legal protection of women and girls. It will feature speakers each of 
whom have a track record of being pioneers in their respective areas of expertise and who 
will present their views on current obstacles in humanitarian action and how innovative 



 

    

 

 

 
 

solutions using the IHL framework can be used to address these shortcomings. The 
publication “IHL and gender – a Swedish Perspective” and its practical guidance from various 
actors will be presented. The event will also feature a question and answering session and 
there will be the opportunity to ask questions via Twitter.  

Key Messages: 

1. Recognize that a gender perspective on IHL ensures effective and non-discriminatory 
implementation of the law and strengthen protection for all individuals. 

2. Recognize that gender integration and women’s participation in humanitarian 
assistance is a precondition for interventions that are relevant and effective for the 
beneficiaries. 

3. Recognize that prevention and response to sexual and gender-based violence are 
lifesaving activities, and a key protection concern from the onset of an emergency. 

4. Recognize that the international humanitarian law need to be interpreted in light of 
the advancements in international women’s rights and the women peace and 
security agenda in order to address the humanitarian consequences of today’s armed 
conflicts.  

 

For any questions related to the event, please contact the Event Focal Point: Ms Stephanie 

Johanssen, UN and EU Director, Global Justice Center at sjohanssen@globaljusticecenter.net 

or + 1 212 725 6530 Ext. 209.  

Event Rapporteur: Ms Akila Radhakrishnan, Legal Director, Global Justice Center 
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