Index: Principle Gender Crimes

1. DEFINITION OF RAPE IN IHT AND INTERNATIONAL LAW
ARTICLES 12(First)(G), 13(Second)(V) and 13(Fourth)(F)

Rape is defined in the IHT Elements of Crimes as:

The perpetrator invaded the body of a person by conduct resulting in penetration, however slight, of
any part of the body of the victim or of the perpetrator with a sexual organ, or of the anal or genital
opening of the victim with any object or any other part of the body.

The invasion was committed by force, or by threat of force or coercion, such as that caused by fear of
violence, duress, detention, psychological oppression or abuse of power, against such person or
another person, or by taking advantage of a coercive environment, or the invasion was committed
against a person incapable of giving genuine consent.

2. OVERVIEW OF RAPE AS TORTURE IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

In certain circumstances, rape has been found to be torture under international law by the ICTY and
ICTR.

Rape is often used for such purposes as intimidation, degradation, humiliation, discrimination,
punishment control or destruction of a person and can and should be tried as rape as a means of
torture.

3. OVERVIEW OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN INTERNATIONAL LAW
ARTICLES 12(First)(G), 13(Second)(V) and 13(Fourth)(F)

Sexual violence covers crimes that the definition of “rape” fails to encompass yet are of a sexual
nature and can be equally painful and degrading to the victim.

4. OVERVIEW OF SEXUAL ENSLAVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL LAW
ARTICLES 12(First)(G), (C), 13(Second)(V) and 13(Fourth)(F)

Sexual enslavement involves exercise “of ownership” over the victim by the perpetrator and the
subsequent coercion to engage in one or more acts of a sexual nature.

5. HONOUR CRIMES

International bodies have declared that the failure to punish perpetrators of honour crimes violates
international law and nullifies the victim’s freedom and enjoyment of human rights. Honour crimes
are condoned by the Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969, and deter women from coming forward to
testify.

Honour crimes are acts of violence against female relatives who are perceived to have brought

dishonour upon the family for a variety of reasons, including: refusing to enter into an arranged
marriage, being the victim of a sexual assault, seeking a divorce, or allegedly committing adultery.
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